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Details emerge in plane crash You need
to know stuffPilots died on impact;

survivors swam from
the water-filled cabin

. . . about science in the news
The Associated Press

GROTON, Conn. — A chartered
Learjet carrying Douglas Fuller
and two other passengers from
Virginia made an approach to
Groton-New London Airport on
Friday not unlike a typical land-
ing, he said.

But the plane soon emerged
from a dense fog, giving Fuller a
different picture.

“When we came through the
fog, I noticed we were much lower
than expected from my experi-
ence flying on jets,” Fuller, of
Chesapeake, recalled in an inter-
view published in The Day of New
London yesterday.

The plane suddenly tried to
gain altitude and hit a piling-
mounted light about 1,800 feet
from the runway, flipped in the air
and landed upside down in Baker
Cove, he said. The three passen-
gers survived, but the two pilots,
also from Virginia, were killed.

Water filled the cabin and the
emergency exit was submerged,
Fuller said.

Fellow passenger William Pres-
ton Fussell was semiconscious,
Fuller said. Norman Kent Fortner,
the other passenger, kept Fussell’s
head above water as Fuller
searched for the emergency exit
underwater.

“I remembered the captain’s in-
structions on what to do,” Fuller
said.

After struggling with the latch,
he eventually opened the exit
door. A wave of water and jet fuel
raised the water level in the cabin.

After trying and failing to swim
through the exit, Fuller returned
to the cabin for air. He swam
through on his second attempt

and helped Fortner pull Fussell
out, he said.

Fuller returned and opened the
cockpit, but the two pilots, Robert
Janule and Michael Kiser, already
were dead, he said. “There was
nothing I could do for them.”

Moments later, the three survi-
vors were pulled from the water
by three high school students who
had been fishing from a dinghy.

Fuller, 50, and Fortner, 53,
were treated and released from
Lawrence and Memorial Hospital
in New London on Friday.
Fussell, 52, was admitted over-
night and was released Saturday.

Fuller and Fussell, also of Ches-
apeake, and Fortnerof Suffolk
were headed to eastern Connecti-
cut to attend a charity event at the
Foxwoods Resort Casino.

Fussell is president of Chesa-
peake-based Precon Development

Corp. Inc., and Fuller is a partner
in the company.

Janule, 59, of Hampton, and
Kiser, 55, of Suffolk, were veteran
pilots and certified instructors.

Janule had been flying planes
for most of his life and was famil-
iar with the risks, his wife, Lois,
said in a telephone interview Sat-
urday, the newspaper reported.

Janule began flying as a college
student in the 1960s and served in
the Army’s 101st Airborne Divi-
sion in Vietnam from 1968 to
1969.

“He was experienced in bad
weather. He knew what he was
doing,” she said. “I’m still not be-
lieving that this is happening.”

The plane crashed in about
4feet of water and, at low tide,
was almost completely exposed.
As the tide rolled in Saturday,
workers used a barge to remove

the plane, which was taken to the
State Pier in New London in an
investigation by the National
Transportation Safety Board.

The jet is owned by religious
broadcaster Pat Robertson,
whose company rents out the
plane and has a leasing agreement
with International Jet Charter of
Norfolk, Va., which chartered the
plane.

Fuller, Fussell and Fortner,
wearing warm-up suits purchased
in New London on Friday, were at
Foxwoods the next day trying to
relax with friends. They planned
to attend a charity auction Satur-
day night, followed by a charity
golf tournament yesterday, Fuller
said.

He said they had not figured
out how they would return to Vir-
ginia.

“I haven’t even thought about
it,” Fuller said. “We really haven’t
figured out what we’re going to
do.”

Monday primer

The Times-Dispatch’s Explore section offers the latest news
about science, medicine, the environment and technology each
Thursday. Almost every day, your newspaper has articles about
breakthroughs in science and medicine.

The science textbook you use at school may have been printed
several years ago. It teaches very important information, but
there is no way it can keep up with the latest discoveries. Your
newspaper can help keep you informed.

Figure it out

Following are activities for students, teachers and parents:

1.
Examine the newspaper for items that show how science
and technology continually are improving efficiency and
safety:

� In the home (new methods of heating and cooling)
� In automobiles (safety belts and air bags, protective

bumpers, anti-pollution devices and fuels, etc.)
� In industry
� In air and water travel

2.
Ask students to collect articles about various sources of en-
ergy (light, petroleum products, water, geothermal energy,
radioactive sources, wood, trash, wind and feedlot wastes).
Divide a piece of paper in two and mark if the energy
source is renewable or non-renewable.

3.
Get six pieces of paper and label each with the following
categories: mammal, bird, reptile, fish, amphibian and mar-
supial. Cut out words and pictures from your newspaper
and paste them on the correct piece of paper. Write the
traits of each type of animal at the bottom of your sheet.

4.
Using ads from the newspaper, clip items that are good for
your health and bad for your health. Divide a poster into
two sections — good and bad — and paste the items into
the correct category.

• This feature about topics in the news appears every Monday.
• TEACHERS AND PARENTS: We’d like to hear how you are using “You Need to Know
Stuff” with your children and share your ideas and activities with others. Please e-mail
us at jartur@timesdispatch.com

TIM COOK/THE DAY VIA THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Emergency crews worked at the scene of Friday’s plane crash in water near the Groton-New London
Airport in Groton, Conn. Three passengers from Virginia survived, but the two pilots were killed.

Web site will list Medicare
payments for procedures

Bill knew it was time to go to Beltone, 
but he still needed a little encouragement.
Three out of 10 Richmonders over 60 are like Bill. They have a hearing
loss and don’t know it, won’t admit it or don’t think they can do anything 
about it. If you suspect someone you know has a hearing loss, here are a few 
of the telltale signs:
When your grandchildren beg you to turn the radio down… 

it’s time to go to Beltone for a FREE Hearing Evaluation!
When you’re out to dinner with your wife and you think your waiter said, 
“Soupe au Robert Goulet” instead of “Soupe au Royal Poulet”… 

it’s time to go to Beltone for a FREE Hearing Evaluation!
When your neighbor can hear what you’re watching on TV… 

it’s time to go to Beltone for a FREE Hearing Evaluation!
When you’ve unwittingly become a masterful lip reader…

it’s time to go to Beltone for a FREE Hearing Evaluation!

FREE
Hearing Evaluation Week
June 5 - 9754-HEAR

West End • Southside
Mechanicsville • Colonial Heights

A Limited Number of Evaluations 
Can Be Performed Each Day, So Call Now!
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BY TAMMIE SMITH
Times-Dispatch Staff Writer

Shopping around for a hip or
knee replacement?

It will probably cost more in
Warren County in northwest Vir-
ginia than in Virginia Beach,
where doctors do more of the sur-
geries.

Federal health officials are mak-
ing such information available on
a Web site that allows consumers
to see what Medicare paid hospi-
tals on average for 30 common
medical procedures.

Consumers can see, for in-
stance, that doctors in Virginia
Beach in 2005 performed 322
knee and hip replacements com-
pared with 28 completed in War-
ren County.

Medicare paid $12,156 for knee
and hip replacements in Warren
County, compared with $9,509 in
Virginia Beach. Statewide, most
payments to Virginia hospitals for

the procedures ranged between
$9,663 and $10,884.

“They give you a range for the
whole area, then they give you a
national average payment, but it
does not give you anything spe-
cific by hospital,” said Karen L.

COMPARING
COSTS
WEB SITE Links to
the data are at:
www.cms.hhs.gov/
HealthCareConInit/
The files take some
computer skills to get
to: The data need to
be unzipped and are
in Excel spreadsheet
format.

Cameron, ex-
ecutive direc-
tor of the Cen-
tral Virginia
Health Plan-
ning Agency.
“For this to be
really helpful
to the con-
sumer, you
would have to
know by indi-
vidual facility.”

For the
Richmond
area, the chart

lists the number of procedures by
hospital but gives a range for the
costs. Henrico Doctors’ Hospital,
for example, did the most knee
and hip replacements — 572 —
but there is nothing that tells you
the average Medicare payment to
the hospital for the procedure.
The chart gives a range for the
Richmond area: from $9,501 to

$10,107.
The chart series also give pay-

ment and number of procedure
comparisons for heart valve oper-
ations, hernia operations, gall
bladder removal, kidney and blad-
der cancer operations and more.

Federal officials said the data
can help people see average costs
for common procedures. People
who are uninsured or who have
health savings accounts, for in-
stance, can use the data to negoti-
ate discounted fees with hospitals.
Generally, insurance companies
negotiate lower rates with hospi-
tals on behalf of the people they
cover. In recent years, consumer
advocates have complained that
hospitals charged the uninsured
higher rates than the insured.

Dr. Mark B. McClellan, admin-
istrator of the Centers for Medi-
care and Medicaid Services, said
last week that if current efforts
continue, consumers will be able
to eventually get information
about facility and physician per-
formance.
• Contact staff writer Tammie Smith at
TLsmith@timesdispatch.com
or (804) 649-6572.

Want to know where
the government pays
most, least for care?

Burgess wins state’s lifetime
honor for transportation safety

Vincent M. Burgess of Rich-
mond has received the state
Board of Transportation Safety’s
Lifetime Safety Achievement
Award.

Burgess, a former administra-
tor of transportation safety serv-
ices at the Virginia Department of
Motor Vehicles, was cited for
championing key issues, including
tougher DUI laws and child-safety
regulations.

In his career, he also served as
administrator of the Virginia Al-
cohol Safety Action Program and
as acting deputy DMV commis-
sioner. Burgess now heads the
Virginia Department of Veterans
Services.

Among those honored by the
board were:

� Robert P. Crouch Jr. of Rich-
mond for promoting motorcycle
safety.

� Judge Joseph J. Ellis of Spot-
sylvania County for his efforts to
raise young drivers’ awareness of
the importance of transportation

Burgess

safety.
� M i k l o s

“Mike” Alak-
szay of the
FAA’s Rich-
mond Flight
Standards Dis-
trict Office for
his work as air-
w o r t h i n e s s
safety program
manager, con-

ducting safety seminars for 800
pilots and flight staff members an-
nually.

� The Virginia Association of
Realtors in Glen Allen for cam-
paigning to reduce driver distrac-
tion among its members who use
their autos as mobile offices.

� Henrico Division of Police for
its programs such as “Stop on Red
or Stop on Blue,” aimed at reduc-
ing red-light running and traffic-
signal violations; and “Operation
Back to School & School Bus
Safety Week,” educating drivers,
students and school employees
about safety in school zones.

� Drive Smart Virginia of Rich-
mond for its “Be Ready, Be Buck-
led” project to increase the use of
safety belts on Interstate 95 be-
tween Petersburg and Fredericks-
burg.

� The Chesterfield County
Public Schools for helping school-
bus drivers handle disciplinary
problems.

� The Virginia Department of
Game and Inland Fisheries for its
“Lake Watch” citizens’ program
to monitor boating, swimming
and fishing safety.

� WSLS News Channel 10 in
Roanoke for its coverage of
teenage driving fatalities in South-
western Virginia.

Board honors several
others for their efforts
to make transit safer

 www.TimesDispatch.com

FI
L3

X0
20

0B
14

06

Sights and Sounds on

You’ve read the story, now see it and hear it 
on TimesDispatch.com.

From the TimesDispatch.com homepage, click on Metro & Virginia, then Special Reports, 
then Sights and Sounds.


